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Rick Steves : Rick Steves' Germany and Austria 2005  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
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be worth my time, and all praised Rick Steves' Germany and Austria 2005: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. German TravelBy CherylI got this book before I went to Germany 
and Austria. I read ahead about the sites I was particularly interested in--I could plot out a map and historical review 
and list "must see" famous places. When I couldn't get the telephone to work, his hints of how to dial the number 
helped me. I liked his reviews and comments.11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Very specific travel 
typeBy CustomerThis book is decent, has some good tips (like which places you can get tickets in advance, like 
Neuschwanstein). Only bought in because several coworkers recommended it...otherwise would've just bought a 
different one. It's great if your tastes match Mr Steves', but if not it won't do you too much good.The first and worst 
assumption is that if you're going to Germany or Austria, you will of course be visiting the other. Another assumption 
is that you will not wish to use train very much at all...Europe is famous for having a thorough public transportation 
system, and not taking advantage of it seems to me like missing out on part of the experience of being in those 
countries.The book does have its moments though, and gives very thorough information about each of the areas and 
activities it mentions. It's definitely worth a peek if you're not sure where you want to visit.9 of 9 people found the 
following review helpful. Reasonably accurate with caveatsBy R. ChwalekRicks book on Germany was, for the most 
part accurate and useful. I had booked my trip and planned my itinerary before I had purchased the book so I mainly 
utilized the dining, shopping, and points of interest information. Rick was dead on about skipping Mainz--I should 
have--but didn't and wasted 2 perfectly good days in Germany. However, I feel Rick was totally wrong about skipping 
Rudesheim, inasmuch as I had the best time partying with the natives in the beer gardens along the Drosselgasse, and 
the Asbach cognac factory tour and tasting was neat too. Combo gondola/chairlift/river boat ride package from 
Rudesheim to the Germania monument then to Assmannshausen to sample spatburgunder and back to Rudesheim for 
9 euros was a bargain and great fun too. Rothenberg was more of a tourist trap than I imagined, but Rick's book got me 
some incredible discounts at the store he recommends. A very useful book to have, but not the only one I would use !

Suggests lodging, restaurants, and sightseeing highlights along with travel tips and cultural information.

Steves preaches a low-cost, low-to-the-ground style that not only saves money, but gets you closer to the real Europe, 
the way Europeans experience it. 


