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54 of 54 people found the following review helpful. Excellent guide - not useful south of the Amalfi CoastBy querkanI 
love Rick Steves guidebooks. If you have the time and inclination to do a proper survey of your travel destination in 
advance, there's no better framework for your explorations. And if you find yourself in a country without the 
internet/linguistic ability/adventurous spirit to find your way, having Rick Steves direct your itinerary isn't terrible. 
(Also I always silently read the introductions in that Rick Steves voice, which I find more diverting than I should.)So. 
3 stars. Why? I'm starting at Rome and going South, so this book is 70% useless for me. I wouldn't have bought the 
book if I knew its limits. The material present is 5 stars, but it doesn't merit being called a guidebook for Italy. 
Consider it a guidebook for the most traveled parts of North and Central Italy. Even the "central" part refers more to 
Tuscany and Le Marche than, say, Umbria and Abruzzo. This book is very useful for people centering their trips 
around Northern Italy, or doing the Florence/Venice/Rome/Naples tour, but its not good outside of the typical 
destinations.60 of 61 people found the following review helpful. Brand new and updatedBy Desiree CRick Steve's 
guide to Italy is just published and updated for travel in 2014. Having been In Italy in 2013 and we are going back in 6 
months, we know that the most updated info is so important. Also this book cover all the major sites. The fold out map 
has driving distances between the cities on one side and city maps of Rome, Venice, Florence and Siena on the other 
side. We also really liked the 15 pages of history tucked into the book. Rick Steve's tells you what you really need to 
know when traveling in Italy. The book is loaded with info, references with phone numbers, and lots of tricks of 
traveling on a budget. The book has different sections for each region, so it is easy to navigate through the book as you 
travel.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable -- seriously!By Brien M AustinTruly invaluable 
book. I used this book so many times while in Italy. I wish I had it in paper form, as carrying my iPad around was kind 
of a pain, but either way the tips were so very helpful. Not having access to the Internet at all times like at home was 
nerve wracking when we had questions such as "what train ticket do we buy for a train from Milan to Verenna" 
especially as the ticket has the final destination city on it, not each city that it stops in. Having the book to refer to 
which explained in great detail how to get to and from each city. We would screen shot the pages we needed and 
would refer to them all the time. Seriously, buy this book-- and down load the CoPilot app for your phone. Believe me, 
this book and that app were the best travel resources ever. Period.

You can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you really need to know when traveling in Italy.From the beaches to the 
Alps, from fine art to fine pasta, Italy has it all. With this book, you ll trace Italian culture from Rome s Colosseum to 
Michelangelo s David to the bustling elegance of Milan. Experience the art-drenched cities of Venice and Florence, 
explore the ancient ruins of the Roman Forum, and learn how to avoid the lines at the most popular museums. 
Discover the villages of Tuscany and Umbria and the lazy rhythms of the Cinque Terre. Shop at local market stalls, sip 
a cappuccino at an outdoor café, and pick up a picnic lunch at an allimentari. Relax and enjoy the life of Bella 
Italia!Rick s candid, humorous advice will guide you to good-value hotels and restaurants. He ll help you plan where 
to go and what to see, depending on the length of your trip. You ll get up-to-date recommendations about what is 
worth your time and money. More than just reviews and directions, a Rick Steves guidebook is a tour guide in your 
pocket.

About the AuthorRick Steves has spent 100 days every year since 1973 exploring Europe. Rick produces a public 
television series (Rick Steves' Europe), a public radio show (Travel with Rick Steves), and an app and podcast (Rick 
Steves Audio Europe); writes a bestselling series of guidebooks and a nationally syndicated newspaper column; 
organizes guided tours that take thousands of travelers to Europe annually; and offers an information-packed website. 
With the help of his hardworking staff of 80 at Rick Steves' Europe, Inc.—in Edmonds, Washington, just north of 
Seattle— Rick's mission is to make European travel fun, affordable, and culturally broadening for Americans. 


