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Sally Webb : Rome (Lonely Planet Rome) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Rome (Lonely Planet Rome):

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. poorly organised and outdatedBy A CustomerThis book has major
flaws as a guidebook. It isrelatively rich in informaiton and interesting as aread if you want to know about Rome and
useful if it isused as areferrence alongside other guidebook (which iswhat we did in the end), but if you want to walk
around the city with this book in hand, you can hardly find what you want to see and figure out where you are and
what it isin front of you.Because in places like Rome you have al sorts of historic things lying about al over, you
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need one, a useful guide how you can go about without missing "must sees' (model course with good map and good
instructions), two, a clue/instruction how to recognise something important and not to go past it without realising what
itis- many ruins and churcheslook similar if you don't know them (again good map that can be easily referred back to
entries of the text), and three, you want to know what it is when you came across something interesting while roaming
around the city. This book was no help in any case. Imagine - if you come across something interesting which has no
tags saying what it is, which is often the case in Rome, especially where there are so many ruinsin proximity, you
have to determine either from your location (good map is needed) or marker (what is near-by). Neither of themis
provided in the guidebook. Everytime we came across a church or ruins that looked interesting (some of them really
famous), we had to spend quite along time trying to figure out where we were and what it was, sometimesin vain
(maps unclear and complicated, the text just listed items with no indication where are they, how to find them etc.)
Later we realised that we had missed out some of the must-sees even though we visited places nearby because there
are no clue on what we can seeif we arein a particular place and the maps were quite useless. Also, in some occasions
we actually saw awrong thing believing it was what we wanted to see, to be later surprised to come across the real
thing (again poor map and lack of amarker and proper guide) or just passed across something without realising what it
was.We aso found some of the information on restaurants were outdated. Once we entered this highly recommended
restaurant, which was flooded with tourists and food was really bad (I had very very dry, hard steak - | could not
believeit, as athough | am not abig meat eater, | find meat dishesin Italy usually wonderful). The service was pretty
bad too (sort of "be greatful we are feeding you" attitude). When we asked for a bill the server (I think he was owner
aswell) dared to say that "Service cahrgeis not included", demanding for tips. We left without paying any tip, greatly
regretting we missed one precious meal in Rome and relearning a great lesson - if there are alot of tourists and no
locals, just walk away.Having said this, with more thoughts into how to make things more clear, | think it can be
turned into a good guidebook. Improved quality of the maps (and probably more maps to highlight important areas),
which can be easily referred back to the text and vice versa, and reworking structure of the text and giving more
instructions/markers where and how to find monuments will be absolutely necessary. But if you're looking for a
propper guidebook to take you through Rome, you better wait for arevised edition or get something else.2 of 3 people
found the following review helpful. Just sad. Poorly organized, boring, incompetent.By Andrius Uzkal nisFor some
reason, Lonely Planet just cannot win with any Italian destination. Tuscany, Venice, and now Rome - all just plain
bad. The book is more or less unusable: the good photo of the cover is probably the best thing of the guide. Therest is
worthless waste of paper: "deep thoughts' and irrelevant ticket and accommodation advice (should be called "How To
Pay More For Everything"), recycled and reused from all other LP guides, afair bit of pinko rhetoric coupled with
tired, uninspired and amateurish writing about the very things that make Rome enchanting. | do not know any other
guide which would be just so hopelessly incompetent about sightseeing information as Lonely Planet. Thisisa
triumph of cheap "been-here-done-that" backpacker, the swan song of the great unwashed.Other guides are like well-
informed friends that tell you about all the breathtaking sights of the most beautiful cities in the world. This one would
be just a grumpy old malodorous fellawho volunteers to spend his time with you: you've heard all his storiesand heis
aprejudiced and annoying smelly bore, but he'll spend time with you as long as you keep buying him drinks.9 of 11
people found the following review helpful. Rome, the dream cityBy Britt Arnhild Lindlandl have just come home after
aweek in Rome. Travelled there with a backpack filled with travel books and novels about Rome. | do travel alot, and
usually the Lonely Planet guides have been very helpful. But this one was not. At least not helpful to take with me
when | walked around. The book has a ot of information, but it is hard to find the information when you need it, the
text is usualy quite boring, the maps are of very little use, and the book al in all looks dull. There is one exeption
though, the boxed texts can sometimes be very useful and even written with some charm. The first day | wasin Rome
LP's Rome followed me in my backpack, but in the evening | took it out - it was of no use when | wandered around,
and | had several books so much more interesting and helpful.l really hope the next edition of the book will be better,
knowing other LP books | will give it another chance.Britt Arnhild Lindland

A good mix of the must-see and the hard-to-find attractions in Rome, from the Colosseum to the Porta Portese flea
market. A special section explores the Vatican , with afloor plan of St. Peter's and a Sistine Chapel colour spread. A
new section gives aresident'sinsight into the city and how to indulge in food.



