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John A. Agnew : Rome  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Rome: 

The unique aspects of the ``Eternal City'' are explored by leading experts in this in-depth study. Divided into two parts, 
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Part One looks at the historical setting of modern Rome, the negative image of Rome throughout Italy and the 
economic dependence of Rome on its existence as a highly centralized focal point of all cultural and commercial 
activity. Part Two explores the expansion and decentralization of Rome from the interwar period to today; details the 
social geography of the city; and highlights contemporary and future problems.

From the PublisherThe unique aspects of the ``Eternal City'' are explored by leading experts in this in-depth study. 
Divided into two parts, Part One looks at the historical setting of modern Rome, the negative image of Rome 
throughout Italy and the economic dependence of Rome on its existence as a highly centralized focal point of all 
cultural and commercial activity. Part Two explores the expansion and decentralization of Rome from the interwar 
period to today; details the social geography of the city; and highlights contemporary and future problems.From the 
Back CoverThe city of Rome is paradoxical. Long known as the Eternal City, it conveys the image of permanency in a 
world of change. Yet, unlike so many other ancient cities, it has at the same time maintained its heritage, while 
adapting to change. Since becoming the capital city of Italy in 1870, Rome has been caught between the new demands 
placed upon it and the layout inherited from the past. This book surveys the tension between past and present that has 
pervaded the growth of the city. The purpose is to give the reader an account of the city's modern development that 
also confronts critically many of the conventional ideas that have been used to 'make sense' of it. For urban historians, 
geographers, planners and Italian studies specialists, this book is essential reading. 


