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From University of Wisconsin Press : Rude and Barbarous Kingdom: Russia in the Accounts of Sixteenth-
Century English Voyagers  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Rude and Barbarous Kingdom: Russia in the Accounts of Sixteenth-Century English Voyagers: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A remarkable documentary record with excellent annotationsBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0299047644


Paul E. RichardsonEngland did not discover Russia by accident in the sixteenth century, but nearly so. A British 
trading expedition seeking a northern passage to China was tossed about by a storm, two ships were lost, and a third 
took refuge in the White Sea. Its captain, Richard Chancellor, traveled on to Moscow, where he met Ivan IV (the 
Terrible) and negotiated trading rights for England that, for the next 100 years, were better than that Russia gave any 
other western power.The trade that ensued was probably not as transformative as either side hoped, but the interaction 
did yield to history many remarkable and candid accounts of the first English traders and ambassadors to Muscovy. 
These memoirs have been collected elsewhere, but their value is greatly increased here for the superb annotations and 
introductions by the editors.From the florid history of Chancellor and the terse notes of Anthony Jenkinson to the 
poetic letters of George Turberville, the perceptive and analytic skills of each observer varies widely, but the result, 
taken together, is a remarkable documentary record of Russia during the reign of Ivan the Terrible and up through the 
Time of Troubles.As reviewed in Russian Life magazine.

Lloyd E. Berry and Robert O. Crummey offer edited accounts of six English voyagers and their experiences in 
Muscovy Russia between 1553 and 1600. With modernized spelling and presentation, these accounts are accompanied 
by a glossary of Russian terms, introductions of their authors, and annotations that help put the travelers’ narratives 
into perspective.

“A volume that not only illustrates the nature and limits of English interest in Russia during the sixteenth century but 
which illuminates many important facets of Muscovite life.”—C. Bickford O’Brien, Russian 


