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Toni Summers Hargis : Rules, Britannia: An Insider's Guide to Life in the United Kingdom  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rules, Britannia: An Insider's Guide to Life 
in the United Kingdom: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Vital reading for tourists, Anglophiles, and anyone who appreciates 
British TV programsBy Aisling D.I didn't think I needed this book. Not really. After all, I grew up in America, but our 
family friends included several people from England. As a child and as an adult, I love British TV, movies, and... well, 
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I can't get enough of Jane Austen and P. G. Wodehouse books. And, I've spent considerable time traveling throughout 
the British Isles.So, I thought I was fairly fluent in English views, slang, and manners.Reading this book, I realized 
that I wasn't even close to understanding the "rules" of the culture. Worse, I was badly mistaken about a few 
things.This is easily the very best book for anyone visiting England, and it will answer questions you didn't even know 
you had. Avoid social blunders, pronunciation gaffes, and absolute confusion as you travel around the U.K. Get this 
book and read it cover-to-cover."Rules, Britannia" is entertaining reading, written from an American viewpoint. I 
laughed, I blushed, and I took notes.I wish I'd read it years ago, not just for travel, but also to better understand subtle 
humor in British TV shows on PBS... including Downton Abbey. And, no matter how light I want to keep my luggage, 
this book is sure to be in my suitcase during future trips to England.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
It's more of a long bullet-point list than a bookBy Freddy Mac KeeAlthough I enjoyed this guide (can't call it a book 
just because it has chapters), the reader should be warned it's just a long list of tips organized and put together in 
chapters. Every chapter/topic has it's own glossary of british and american english words, which is interesting and easy 
to check after having-read the chapter. Rules, Britannia has proven helpful, although if you need a more professional 
reading on English culture you'll be better off reading 'Watching the English' written by an anthropologist, now Oxford 
lecturer. I would recommend Rules Britannia as a second reading after having gone through Watching the English.17 
of 18 people found the following review helpful. Good content, bad Kindle formattingBy AmandaBook content is 
great; there's some info you should already be familiar with, but lots of gems to keep you from embarrassing yourself 
more than you might otherwise as you settle in to life in the UK. That said, the reformatting for Kindle is, as seems 
usual, poor. I really resent paying for digital books that haven't even been spell checked, and this digital text contains a 
handful of errors which can be particularly confusing if you're not familiar with British lingo and spelling. For this 
kind of book at this kind of price, errors in the Kindle version are unacceptable-- get with it !

How do you respond to a dinner invitation that says "Eight for eight thirty"? What might induce you to get off a 
London train at a place called Mud Chute? When is it okay to drive over a sleeping policeman? And why do teh Brits 
keep saying "Who's she, the cat's mother"?

From Publishers WeeklyBorn and raised in England, but living now in Chicago, Hargis offers perspectives from both 
sides of the pond, proving once again that the United States and the United Kingdom are two countries divided by a 
common language. In chapters such as "Words That Guarantee Giggles" and "Grub and Other Delicacies," the author 
explains differences in pronunciation and usage between American English terms and British English terms: "In the 
U.K., Hush Puppies are a type of comfy shoe, and a sloppy joe is a sweater." Such discrepancies, obviously, can fill a 
book. Throughout, Hargis also includes lists of "British words that might require translation" (their sleeping policeman 
is our speed bump, and blokes named Randy or Willy will likely get stroppy and not at all cock-a-hoop after taking the 
piss from a tosser about their names) and "American words that the Brits don't share" (busboys and the concept of 
bussing a table are "totally meaningless in the UK"). Sections on road rules, real estate, fashion and employment will 
be handy for readers planning on staying longer than a vacation (or, in Brit: holiday).Copyright © Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "Amazingly thorough. If you don't know a plonker 
from a slapper or a berk from Joe Soap, this is the book for you." -Joe Queenan, author of True Believers and Queenan 
Country"A godsend to Americans trying to negotiate the minefield of British life…it will be like having a helpful 
British best friend in your pocket, to guide you through all the tricky bits." -Kate Fox, author of Watching the 
English"Although I have traveled through the UK and written about it for years, I found myself reading RULES, 
BRITANNIA with the pleasure of a first-timer. Toni Summers Hargis answered questions I didn't even know I had, 
and I smiled in recognition of many of the small but very important nuances she points out. For anyone who wants to 
arrive in the UK armed with the knowledge of an insider, her book is well-organized, humorous and amazingly 
comprehensive."--Susan Allen Toth, author of My Love Affair with England and England as You Like It 


