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Charlotte Y. Salisbury : Russian diary  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Russian diary: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Russian DiaryBy Wanderlust RoamerIn Harrison Salisbury's 
autobiography (memoir) entitled "Journey of Our Time" he mentions his wife's observations and experiences as they 
traveled together in Russia in the 1970s and early 1980s.Charlotte Salisbury's "Russian Diary" offers insightful 
commentary on culture, traditions and human behavior during the final years of the Soviet Union. Her intuition 
regarding Russian daily life and challenges while occasionally comparing her American life and culture with Russians 
coping under a totalitarian regime enables the reader to grasp the complexity and nuance between our two nations in 
the 21st Century.Harrison Salisbury's and Charlotte Salisbury's books offer a wonderful combination for people 
seeking a greater awareness of life in Russia throughout the rise and fall of the Soviet Union.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Back to the USSRBy Chapulina RCharlotte Salisbury regularly accompanied her writer 
husband Harrison ("The 900 Days -- The Siege of Leningrad") to the former USSR. An accomplished author in her 
own right, she had a number of Russian friends, and it was for them that she published her candid impressions. 
"Russian Diary" comes from the perspective of a post-War American tourist who dearly loved Russia and her people, 
but was critical of the bureaucracy and xenophobia of the Soviet system. In those days, visitors' accomodations and 
activities were closely regulated by the frustratingly oppressive Intourist. Their comings and goings were monitored, 
not so clandestinely, by the KGB. And Soviet citizens who associated with Westerners did so at risk to themselves. 
Mrs. Salizar's independently-minded friends occasionally found themselves summoned and questioned about their 
conversations and correspondence. But the author's interest was more in everyday life rather than the workings of the 
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government. Her diary describes family relationships, housing, shopping, fashion, dining, transportation, education, 
and careers, with particular regard to the Soviet concept of Women's Equality. "Russian Diary" provides an interesting 
contrast to modern conditions for citizens and visitors alike. Russia is one of a few countries which still requires an 
entry visa, but after perfunctory registration with bored OVIR officials, foreign visitors may reside and travel where 
they wish. Russians are free to host and escort their American friends anywhere, and to exchange correspondence with 
them. This book is out-of-print, but worth acquiring from 's affiliates.


