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Peter Hayden : Russian Parks and Gardens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Russian Parks and Gardens: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Exquisite Gardens with A Rich History Are Beautifully 
DescribedBy notansIt is a pleasure to find one of those rare books that is well written, well researched and 
informative. Having visited a small portion of the St. Petersburg and Moscow gardens this year, the plentiful 
photographs are as beautiful as the visually abundant gardens deserve. It would be a rich adventure indeed to visit all 
of the gardens and parks described in this book. The author engrosses the reader both with his understanding of the 
cultural history and landscape architecture that comes together to create some of the world's finest gardens and his 
delight in discovering these remote garden masterpieces. Russia though isolated from the west by distance and politics, 
has an abundance of beautiful gardens full of individual expression and unique cultural character.3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. Fills a hole in garden history writingBy Lupo MontegrigioA true joy to derail from the 
well-trotten road from Britain to France ending in Italy. At last we are presented with the more unknown gardens of 
Russia. It's a beautiful book, well written by an authority and with great photos. I especially liked the pavillion 
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disguised as heap of firing-wood, must be one-of-a-kind in this world.

Garden historian Peter Hayden narrates a comprehensive history of the parks and gardens of Russia, spanning a 
thousand years from the first Byzantine-influenced gardens in the 10th century AD, through to the present day. Along 
the way, he discusses the influence of Peter the Great, who introduced ideas, plants and designers from Holland, 
France and Germany to create St Petersburg's Summer Garden and the great formal garden at Peterhof by the Gulf of 
Finland. The introduction of the English style of landscaping owed much to Catherine the Great, and British gardeners 
were recruited to lay out parks for the Empress and rich nobles. With a wealth of illustration and with detailed 
discussion of some of the most beautiful and historically interesting parks and gardens in the world, this pioneering 
book promises to become an instant classic.

... a feast of 800 years of Russian landscape culture. Hayden's photographs are rich and evocative, his prose 
refreshingly clear and erudite Gardens Illustrated ... beautifully illustrated throughout and packed with anecdotes 
bringing back not only these extraordinary parks and gardens, but the whole lost world in which they were created 
Daily Telegraph ... a proper old-fashioned coffee-table book, lovingly researched and superbly photographed ... the 
result is a revelation Independent on SundayAbout the AuthorPeter Hayden is a lecturer and consultant on historic 
Russian gardens, a former Honorary Treasurer and former Chairman of the Garden History Society. He has 
contributed articles and photographs to numerous prestigious gardening publications and periodicals. His photographs 
of Russian gardens have been exhibited up and down the country. 


