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Niall Allsop : Scratching the toe of Italy: Expecting the unexpected in Calabria  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Scratching the toe of Italy: Expecting the unexpected 
in Calabria: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Mundane DetailsBy ItalophileAfter visiting Italy many times, the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1468147668


writer and his wife decide to move there permanently. The book reads like a log of their daily challenges from packing 
to finding their house. He honestly goes into great detail about how they were able to ship some of their belongings 
and pack the rest in their car (they drive to Italy from the U.K.). There are some nice moments as he and his wife are 
warmly accepted by the Italians in the small Calabrian town they settle in and I get the impression that he and his wife 
are a great couple. However, he goes into excruciating detail regarding what it takes to open a bank account; really do 
we care? I can't recommend this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One book too manyBy 
Duncan HAfter reading Mr Allsop's "Stumbling through Italy..." I did something I almost never do, I read the sequel 
immediately. Unfortunately like most sequels it was something of a letdown. I thoroughly enjoyed reading about the 
process of moving, getting started in Italy and settling in, but then the book seemed to get bogged down and almost 
boring.While I enjoyed it in parts, it was mainly my dogged determination that got me through some parts. That said I 
would love to visit Calabria after reading this book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great ReadBy 
CustomerAfter reading Niall Allsop "Stumbling through Italy..." I had to read this book immediately, which was 
amazing, having just travelled to the South Of Italy a couple of years ago and wanting to go again, Santa Severina will 
be on my next Journey,it was a very vivid account of the area and the people and the Italian way of life, the only 
disappointing thing I had on my kindle was the Photo's which were really had to see. This was a great book and very 
entertaining and I liked it so much that I will now start reading Keeping up with the Lawrence s another of Nialls book.

In July 2008 Niall Allsop and his wife Kay returned to the UK after their third holiday in Calabria near the small hill-
top town of Santa Severina; the plan was to return the following summer. Ten weeks later, their left-hand drive Clio 
bursting at the seams, they left their home in south-west England and headed for the coast on the first leg of their 
journey back to Calabria to live. Scratching the toe of Italy continues the story from where Stumbling through Italy left 
off and explains how their move to Italy came about, the logistics of the move itself and what happened next. It is the 
story of two adventurous pensioners adapting to being the only English-speaking people in a small Calabrian town, of 
the new friends they made and the home they created there. Scratching the toe of Italy is a heart-warming chronicle of 
perseverance and optimism, of the struggle to come to grips with a new language and a new culture, of starting each 
day with the certain knowledge that it will not turn out as expected.

About the AuthorNiall Allsop was born and educated in Belfast, Northern Ireland, but began his working life as a 
primary school teacher in London and in 1971 took up his first headship. He left teaching in 1981 to pursue a career as 
a freelance photo-journalist specialising in the UK’s inland waterways and wrote extensively in this field both as a 
contributor to several national magazines and later as author of a number of related titles, one of which, in a fourth 
edition, remains in print. By the early ‘90s he was a graphic designer and the in-house designer for a photographic 
publishing house in Manchester before becoming a freelance graphic designer based in the south-west of England. In 
September 2008 – the point at which 'Scratching the toe of Italy' begins – he and his wife, Kay, moved to Calabria, the 
toe of Italy, where they enjoy a sort of retirement and where they continue to struggle daily with the language in a 
small hilltop town where they are the only English-speaking people. Niall Allsop is also the author of 'Stumbling 
through Italy: Tales of Tuscany, Sicily, Sardinia, Apulia, Calabria and places in-between' and 'Keeping up with the 
Lawrences: Sicily, Sea and Sardinia revisited' 


