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Robert Vance : Secret Sights: In Search of Celtic Ireland  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Secret Sights: In Search of Celtic Ireland: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. How The Middle Ages formed Ireland of today.By Jerry GuildIrish 
history is about as complicated as history can get.Vance deals with the period between 500 and 1500 AD.From the 
people who inhabited the island from the 500's we follow the changes that took place as a result of invasions,internal 
warring,spread of Christianity,colonialization by England and Spain,etc. Medieval Ireland was where the violent 
aftermath of the Reformation,the struggle between Catholic Spain and Protestant England,was played out.By 
attempting to become a vassal state of Spain,Europe's superpower and champion of Catholicism,Ireland became 
England's Cuba,an offshore island being secretely armed by a dangerous enemy. This book shows how the spirit of a 
people only becomes prouder and more determined to survive and flourish,no matter how much they are oppressed. 
Every aspect of life is dwelt with and the author shows how these things changed Ireland and made it what it is 
today.Although this is a very difficult subject,the author manages to simplify it as much as possible and make it a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0717136647


reasonable easy read.The book is profusely illustrated with excellent color photographs, spectacular black and white 
drawings,maps and what appear to be excellent wood engravings.A first class Index and a Bibilography that will 
bedazzle any reader with an interest in Medieval history

Secret Sights describes the elements that made up ancient Ireland, both in Celtic and pre-Celtic times, and re-
constructs its customs, rituals and beliefs. Such well-known sites, the ones with all the tourist infrastructure in place, 
are of course covered but Secret Sights goes way beyond the obvious. The less well-known locations are not so easily 
tamed, in their primal and often broken state. But in that condition of nature, they are accessible to our senses and our 
imagination in a way that sometimes allows uninterrupted experience and personal interpretation. Robert Vance 
demonstrates, through pictures and description, that many of these spaces exist in Ireland, metaphorical gaps in time 
and space where mythology and imagination combine to repair the temporal gap of twenty centuries. The book begins 
with a general introduction and then examines the various ancient sites on a county-by-county basis. Many ancient 
places remain undisturbed and relatively unexcavated. These enigmatic sites, some early Christian and many pagan, 
often in remote parts of the countryside, retain what a religious person would describe as 'presence', that indefinable 
sense of recent habitation by something extra-sensory. The texts are complemented by the author's own stunning 
photography.

About the AuthorRobert Vance is a writer, historian, film-maker and photographer based in Dublin. 


