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From Bradt Travel Guides: Serbia: The Bradt Travel Guide by Laurence Mitchell (2005-06-01) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Serbia: The Bradt Travel
Guide by Laurence Mitchell (2005-06-01):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. What a guidebook should beBy AMHThis guide to Serbiais
everything that a guidebook should be. Physically, it is compact enough to fit easily inside a backpack or shoulder bag
so that it can be referred to easily during travel. The front cover contains essential information, such as what visual
symbols mean both on signs and on maps and toursit brochures. It gives abasic "hello / goodbye / thank you"
vocabulary and the phone numbers of emergency servicesin Serbia. The vocabulary help is continued at the end of the
book, where appendix 1 gives afairly comprehensive vocabulary useful for asking basic questions, shopping, and
ordering in arestaurant. Highlighted with a gray background, there is a so a sectioned-off vocabulary list of words
used in an emergency: police, ambulance, Call adoctor, | am lost, etc. Appendix 1 also gives the Cyrillic alphabet, its
nearest equivalent in the English alphabet, and how to prounounce the letters.The book also includes an index (very
useful), a bibliography, addresses and phone numbers for Serbian embassiesin several countries, and alist of relevant
internet links.A beautiful, two-page topographical map of Serbia appears at the beginning of the book, with the
relevant page numbers listed at the side for each region. The map also shows the major transportation routes
throughout Serbia, which has been helpful to me in planning my own trip. Further maps of each region are included in
each of the chapters, as well as street maps of the mgjor cities. The general information section is practical, helpful and
accurate. In addition, Mitchell has done an excellent job of presenting the incredibly complex history and cultures of
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Serbiain such a short space. | feel that it isimpossible to fully appreciate a place without understanding the history
that formed it. The guide itself is divided into geographical regions. Each section has agray "tab" which can be seen on
the side of the book, so opening to the desired chapter is easy. Information is given about accomodations,
transportation, where and what to eat, festival's, what to see, how to make phone calls, what is unique to the area, what
to watch out for, etc. The section on Belgrade al so includes the addresses and phone numbers of several foreign
embassies. There are 8 pages of colored photographs in the middle of the book.| will be "field testing" this guidebook
in a couple of months, but | do not see how Laurence Mitchell's Bradt guidebook to Serbia could be any better than it
already is.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Pretty goodBy Jeremy D. Wallacel spent five daysin
Belgrade, and this was the only guide | could find.Pros:Had some very good information for hotels and
museumsCons:. The section on Belgrade is only afraction of the bookNone of the maps are easy to find quicklylt'sa
little bulky, especially if you only want information for one citySome information | thought should be in a guide was
absent (i.e. tipping after ameal)Overall, it served my purposes and may be the only guide for Belgrade/Serbia until
more people start travelling there. Personally, | prefer Frommer's Day to Day city guides, but there wasn't one for
Belgrade.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A native's guideBy N. Velickovicl am Serbian but have
lived in the states for most of my life. When my husband and | took atrip this part fall, we decided to tour the country
side for aweek and escape the obligation of seeing relatives and friends. Best decision we ever made... particularly
sinceit got us out of Belgrade, my home, but, a city | don't think | would ever recommend to travelers... at |east not
until many, MANY things change. This book helped us, including me, a native, find the gems many Serbs haven't
explored. A few such gemsincluded Mokra Gora, Djerdap, and any number of monasteries, many of which have
recently been repaired to their original grandeur! However, not only was this book an amazing way to help make our
trip easy navigation to the hidden treasures of Serbia, it was also invaluable to fill in the (many) holesin my
knowledge of Serbian history. By the end of the trip, my husband, a pure-bred American, was quizzing me on things
such as "the significance of ManasijaMonastery..." :-) In other words, | recommend this book to tourists as well as
Serbian natives who wish to explore more deeply parts of their home!



