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Peter Kerr : Snowball Oranges: A Winter's Tale on a Spanish Isle  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Snowball Oranges: A Winter's Tale on a Spanish Isle: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is written in the same style as my favorite book, A Year In 
ProvenceBy Southern MagpieThis is written in the same style as my favorite book, A Year In Provence, by Peter 
Mayle. The descriptions of Majorca and its people are incredible. It makes me want to be there.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A great read. After reading Thistle Soup I didn't expect ...By J A BowmanA great read. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1585745480


After reading Thistle Soup I didn't expect this , which sounded a bit like a travel book, to be half as entertaining as it 
was. I am always sorry when I come to the end of it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Makes Mallorca 
sound beautiful but not sure I'd want to take on owning ...By Anne SerafinVery enjoyable, entertaining book. I 
laughed out loud in many sections and look forward to Peter Kerr's sequel. Makes Mallorca sound beautiful but not 
sure I'd want to take on owning a farm there!

It's the stuff of dreams: a Scottish family giving up relative sanity and security to go and grow oranges for a living in a 
secluded valley in the mountains of the Mediterranean island of Majorca. But dreams, as everyone knows, have a 
nasty habit of not turning out quite as intended. Being greeted by a freak snowstorm is only the first of many surprises 
and "experiences," and it isn't long before they realize that they have been sold a bit of a lemon of an orange farm by 
the wily previous owners. However, laughter is the best medicine when confronted with consuming a local dish of 
rats, the live-chicken-down-a-chimney technique of household maintenance, and attending a shotgun wedding. The 
colorful set of Majorcan neighbors (including an eccentric old goatherd who eats worm-ridden oranges to improve his 
sex life) restores the family's faith in human nature and helps them adapt to a new and unexpectedly testing life in this 
deceptively simple idyll of rural Spain. Snowball Oranges is hilarious and revealing, full of life and color, set against a 
backdrop of the breathtaking beauty of Majorca. (6 1/4 x 9 1/4, 240 pages)

From Library JournalA Scotsman growing oranges on Majorca? Snow on the oranges in December? Yes, here is yet 
another life-changing semiautobiography from a northern European seeking the sun and a new take on life. Although 
this genre has grown thin, given the plethora of books that have appeared since Frances Mayes's Under the Tuscan Sun 
and Peter Mayle's A Year in Provence, Kerr (Manana, Manana) manages to give us a lively spin on the difficulties and 
successes he and his family experience after they purchase a rundown orange grove on the Mediterranean island of 
Majorca. Kerr, his wife, and two sons had traveled to Majorca on holiday and fallen in love with the brilliant sun, 
rustic countryside, and friendly local population. On something of a whim, they decided they could transfer their 
Scottish farming skills to the hardscrabble life of orange-grove tending. It is worth noting that Kerr and his family 
have returned to Scotland since the publication of this book; not all dreams turn out as expected. This charming, 
cheerful book will appeal to anyone looking for a different take on Spain and Majorca. For large travel collections. 
Olga B. Wise, Hewlett-Packard Corp., Austin, TXCopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistThe dream of Scotsman Kerr and his wife had been to own a farm on their vacation island, Majorca. Through 
the wild serendipity that sometimes visits those who are lost, they happened upon the orange farm of their dreams, 
charming, rustic, and for sale. It is December when they move in, and though the weather is nothing like what they 
would experience in Scotland, it is snowing on their newly acquired orange trees! Then the farm itself turns out to be 
something of a lemon, with failing mechanics, inadequate drains, and the peculiar responsibility of feeding the 
previous owner's dogs and cats. Fortunately, the majority of their neighbors are helpful and good-hearted, so by spring, 
the local attitude of "tranquilo" is no longer a foreign concept to the new landowners. Readers will relish Kerr's adept 
account of the agricultural and social customs of the island and generous insights into one couple's bold transplanting 
of their lives. Danise HooverCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved "This charming, cheerful 
book will appeal to anyone looking for a different take on Spain and Majorca." —Library Journal 


