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Rex Hall, David Shayler : Soyuz: A Universal Spacecraft (Springer Praxis Books)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Soyuz: A Universal Spacecraft (Springer Praxis 
Books): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. complete coverage of Soyuz and Progress flightsBy Mark WahlThis 
book provides an overview of the Soyuz hardware and Soyuz flights up through the Soyuz TMA, with in-depth 
coverage of many early flights. It also includes a substantial chapter on the Progress. There are numerous black and 
white illustrations and photographs.Note that book does not focus on operations on-board the Salyut, Almaz, Mir or 
ISS stations, only on getting there/back and docking.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must Read on 
Soviet SpaceflightBy Robert K. AndrepontI would say that this book, along with the authors' Rocket Men and David 
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Harland's Mir are the three most important books on the Soviet Space program and it's equipment. For almost 40 years 
the Soyuz has been the workhorse of the Soviet/Russian space program, this book chronicles the first 36 years. Both 
the human side and hardware are covered.22 of 23 people found the following review helpful. Very Informative, But 
What a Rough Read!By Christopher J. WoottenThis book adds a lot of insight into how the Soviet and now Russian 
Space programs developed and refined Soyuz. It will leave you with a solid knowledge of what a workhorse it is - not 
as sexy as the Shuttle - more like a crew cab pickup truck that just gets better and better with every version release. 
The majority of the book has great relevant technical detail with some good yarn spinning to add flavor. The 
functional relationship between Soyuz and Salyut, MIR and ISS is nicely detailed in this book.With that said, it's a 
shame the authors released it with out more editing. There is one section that clearly was published in draft form with 
the notations left in for further clarification or to add more information at a later date. It is actually kind of amusing 
that the authors where using a shorthand at one point that was meant to be searched and replaced - and they didn't - 
thus they share there cute nickname for the Russians.The authors should be applauded for the hard work they put into 
researching and assembling this book. The publisher should be spanked for not finding them a couple of hungry 
graduate engineering assistants to help turn this into something more readable

Rex Hall and Dave Shayler provide a unique history of the Soyuz spacecraft programme from conception, through 
development to its use, detailed in the only English language book available on this topic. Planned for publication in 
2003, it will celebrate 40 years since the original concept of the Soyuz craft.

Praise for R.D. Hall's Soyuz: a Universal Spacecraft The Aerospace Professional "Reading this extremely well 
researched book will show how this admirable concept, once very much on course to reach the moon earlier than the 
USA, became a victim of it's own diversity. The authors lead us through this tangled web of Russian design and 
decision process, which does evoke some sympathy for the frustrated engineers concerned and for a facet of the 
Russian programme, which could have promise so much. This is a superb acquisition for any library or student of the 
field." 


