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Fodor's : Spain '99: The Complete Guide Including Majorca, the Canary Islands and Morocco (Fodor's 
Essential Spain)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Spain '99: The Complete Guide Including Majorca, the Canary Islands and Morocco (Fodor's Essential Spain): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Suggested itineraries, transportation, hotel info. all greatBy A 
CustomerThis guide is jam-packed with information about transportation, travel tips, restaurants, hotels, great 
itineraries and local customs, etc. My only complaint is that the book isn't better organized or at least more selective 
about the info. printed. You really have to work to decipher the truly important info. on sights, museums, etc. from the 
voluminous listings of hotels and restaurants. I also thought the writing style leans a little too much towards objective. 
As a first time visitor to Spain, I would benefit more from a more subjective discussion, even rankings of museums, 
sights, cities, regions, etc. about2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Could be a lot betterBy A 
CustomerUneven book. Too much detail in some cases (to see such and such turn left, then right, etc.), and not enough 
in other cases. Accomodation listings quite poor, with no mention at all of youth hostels, budget hotels, or alternate 
arrangements. No mention of important 1999 events, such as World Athletic Championships in Sevilla. In all, rather 
disappointing, and I wish I did not buy this book. I am now looking for another book that has more comprehensive 
accomodation listings.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Need some information on Internet access 
while abroadBy doudian.zarouhi@littondsd.comWe used your books to travel to Great Britain, Spain and Portugal in 
August '99. We found your books quite complete, except in one area. With the advent of Internet, more and more 
travelers abroad need to find places for access to their e-mail. "Internet Cafe"s are springing all over Europe, but none 
of your books mention them. These cafes are places that have computers available to the public, where for a nominal 
fee one can get an increment of time (1/2 hr., 1 hr. ...) to log on the Internet and access their e-mail or conduct any 
other business they need. We found these cafes in London, Barcelona, Lisbon and Madrid, but it takes some digging to 
find anyone who knows where they are. I am sure every major city in Europe has them, and it would be very useful if 
you could list some, or even mention that they exist and where to find information about them.
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From the PublisherWe've compiled a helpful list of guidebooks that complement Fodor's Spain '99. To learn more 
about them, just enter the title in the keyword search box. Exploring Spain (3rd Edition): An information-rich cultural 
guide in full color; the perfect companion to the Gold Guide.Fodor's Madrid Barcelona '99: The Complete Guide with 
Walking Tours and Trips to Toledo and Segovia.Rivages: Hotels of Character and Charm in Spain (2nd Edition): 
Insider guides to Europe's unique places to stay -- color photos throughout.Fodor's Portugal '99: The Complete Guide 
with Madeira, the Best Algarve Beaches and Wine Country Pousadas.Fodor's Europe '99: The Best of 36 Countries 
with the Historic Towns, Great Cities and Scenic Coasts and Countryside.Fodor's upCLOSE Europe:For travelers who 
want to travel well and spend less.Languages for Travelers: Fodor's Spanish for Travelers (Audio Set) (1st Edition): 
Easy-to-use audiocassettes with thousands of essential phrases.Languages for Travelers: Fodor's Spanish for Travelers 
(Phrase Book) (1st Edition): An information-packed book with thousands of essential phrases.From the Inside FlapThe 
best guide to Spain, updated every yearWalks and drives to castles, cathedrals, monasteries, gardens, and ruins, with 
coffee breaks on graceful plazasWhere to buy antiques, leather, clothing, lace, ceramicsFiestas, bullfights, pageants, 
saint's-day bonfiresFlamenco, reggae, salsa, and other after-dark diversionsSide trip to Morocco: mosques, markets, 
desert drivesWhere to stay and eat, no matter what your budgetParadors, mountain retreats, historic inns, the latest 
resortsStylish restaurants, cafes, cozy bistros, sea-view fish houses, taverns, tapas bars, and top picks for paellaFresh, 
thorough, practical -- on and off the beaten pathCosts, hours, descriptions, and tips by the thousandAll reviews based 
on personal visits by savvy writer-residents60 pages of maps, 40 suggested itineraries, and moreSmart travel 
tipsFodor's ChoiceWhat's WherePleasures PastimesNew NoteworthyBackground essays, further reading, films to 
watchComplete indexExcerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Pleasures and 
PastimesBullfightingBullfighting is a form of ritualized slaughter: The bull never wins, and gorings are unusual. Those 
who can conceive of the bull as a symbol rather than as an animal, who can remain undisturbed by the blood, and who 
can appreciate the drama and the fanfare will get the most out of a bullfight. For Spaniards, it's an art form and a 



national passion.Bullfights start with a procession of banderilleros, picadors, and matadors. First, the matador waves 
capes to encourage the bull's charges. Then a picador, on horseback, stabs the bull's neck and shoulder area. Next, 
banderilleros plant darts in the bull's back. After more cape taunting, the matador kills the bull with a sword: He or she 
(some matadors are female) may receive the bull's ears and/or tail for a job well done. Six bulls are killed per day, by 
several different matadors.Corridas (bullfights), are normally held around 5 pm on Sundays, from April to early 
November. Hemingway made famous Pamplona's running of the bulls and bullfighting during the feast of San Fermin, 
in the second week of July, but nowhere is bullfighting better than at Madrid's Las Ventas, where three weeks of daily 
corridas in May mark the festival of San Isidro. Seville is the home of Spain's most hallowed bullring; during the April 
Fair, daily corridas here feature Spain's leading toreros. Valencia hosts the best bullfighters on July 25 and during the 
Fallas, in March. Ronda's picturesque bullring is rarely used for taurine events except during festivals in May and 
September.DiningSeafood and roast meats are Spain's national specialties. Foods are lightly seasoned, although garlic 
is considered a basic ingredient. Salads are delicious and fundamental, especially in the heat of summer. Ensalada 
mixta includes canned tuna, asparagus, olives, tomatoes, onions, and egg. Ensalada verde is simpler, usually limited to 
lettuce, tomato, and onion.Breakfast in Spain is usually coffee and a roll; in Madrid, it might be churros (strips of fried 
dough) and chocolate (thick, hot cocoa). Spanish coffee is strong espresso taken straight (café solo) or with hot milk 
(café con leche). If you prefer weaker coffee, ask for café américano.Spaniards generally eat paella, the delicious 
seafood and saffron-spiced rice dish, at midday, preferably at a beachside restaurant or around a campfire at a country 
picnic.Lunch usually consists of a first plate, which is a salad, soup, vegetable, or smoked fish or cured meat; a second 
plate, almost always meat or fish; and dessert, which can be ice cream, yogurt, or flan but is more often a piece of 
fresh fruit, which natives peel deftly with a knife and fork. All this is accompanied by bread (no butter) and washed 
down with a bottle of wine. In big cities, some workers now grab a quick sandwich instead of stopping for the 
traditional three-course lunch.Supper is three courses, sometimes with lighter fare replacing the meat course. Some 
restaurants may offer a menu del dia, but it's usually leftover lunch.ShoppingClothing is expensive in Spain: World-
famous Spanish leather jackets and shoes are beautiful, if pricey. Madrid has the best selection of leather clothing, 
purses, and shoes; shoes are generally made in Alicante and the Balearic Islands. Distinctive, country-style ceramics 
are in ready supply throughout the country; most are made in Talavera, Puente del Arzobispo (Toledo), and Seville.In 
any stationery shop you'll find unusual pen and pencil boxes.Other shopping in Spain will probably have something to 
do with alcohol. Each region produces its own wine, with the sherries of Jerez, the Riojas of the north, and the 
sparkling wines (cavas) of Catalonia famous around the world.SportsSailing, boating, and other water sports are 
popular along the Mediterranean coast and in the Balearic Islands. Mountain streams in the Pyrenees and other ranges 
offer excellent fishing. The golf course at El Saler, south of Valencia, is considered one of the best in Continental 
Europe. Marbella has 14 excellent courses, and the Costa Brava and Costa Blanca also have commendable courses. 
The Valderrama Golf Club on the Costa del Sol hosted the prestigious Ryder Cup in September 1997. Hiking is 
excellent in the Canary Islands, the interior of Spain, and the numerous national parks, from the marshy Do#241ana to 
the mountainous Picos de Europa. The Pyrenees and the Sierra de Gredos are also popular. Spain has excellent skiing 
and winter sports facilities, with major resorts including Baqueira-Beret, Port del Compte, Llessui, and Formigal, in 
the Pyrenees; Sierra Nevada, near Granada; and Navacerrada, Valcoto, and Valdesqui, near Madrid. Spain is renowned 
for its horses: polo is played at the magnificent Puerta de Hierro Country Club, in Madrid, and the Royal Polo Club, in 
Barcelona. Thousands of pedal-pushers turn out in early summer, when the roads are closed off for Madrid's annual 
bicycle day. Otherwise, bicycling is impossible in crowded cities, but many coastal resorts rent bikes. 


