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Marian Meaney : Spain - Culture Smart!: the essential guide to customs culture  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spain - Culture Smart!: the essential guide to customs 
culture: 

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A Good Primer for Visitors to SpainBy Christopher AlexanderIn 
advance of our second trip to Spain, I ordered the Kindle version of this book. The author provides a succinct 
overview of Spain, starting with its turbulent history and leading to its current struggle with identity and its place in 
the broader world.This book is exactly what I was looking for. It provides the reader with more details about Spanish 
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culture, history, food, and customs that can be found in a typical guidebook. At the same time, the reader isn't bogged 
down in minute details of the country's history. Certainly, there are lots of book that cover that, but I wanted an 
overview, not an in-depth history lesson.One positive about the book is that the author does a decent job of covering 
the main regions/customs in Spain. Thus, the book isn't solely Madrid-focused or Barcelona-focused. The only 
downside for me is that some of the topics in the book were covered in a brief, cursory manner. This left me wanting 
to know more about certain topics. Still, the book informed my understanding of Spain in ways that most guidebooks 
and travel websites don't.Overall, I recommend this as a primer for anyone going to Spain, as it helps to orient the 
reader to daily life there. It's an 'easy' read and I believe it will make for a richer visit for us when we get to Spain in a 
few weeks.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Only fair; of little practical useBy Tom MARKHAMnot 
as useful as I had hoped; gave one to my sister prior to her first trip to Spain with me, and also bought one for myself; 
The writing is fairly dry, and as a frequent traveler to/ in Spain, I found the guide to customs and culture only 
marginally useful for a first-time visitor.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Nancy M. 
WillettsHelpful, Will be using information soon.

Culture Smart! provides essential information on attitudes, beliefs and behavior in different countries, ensuring that 
you arrive at your destination aware of basic manners, common courtesies, and sensitive issues. These concise guides 
tell you what to expect, how to behave, and how to establish a rapport with your hosts. This inside knowledge will 
enable you to steer clear of embarrassing gaffes and mistakes, feel confident in unfamiliar situations, and develop 
trust, friendships, and successful business relationships.Culture Smart! offers illuminating insights into the culture and 
society of a particular country. It will help you to turn your visit-whether on business or for pleasure-into a memorable 
and enriching experience. Contents include* customs, values, and traditions* historical, religious, and political 
background* life at home* leisure, social, and cultural life* eating and drinking* do's, don'ts, and taboos* business 
practices* communication, spoken and unspoken"Culture Smart has come to the rescue of hapless travellers." Sunday 
Times Travel"... the perfect introduction to the weird, wonderful and downright odd quirks and customs of various 
countries." Global Travel"...full of fascinating-as well as common-sense-tips to help you avoid embarrassing faux 
pas." Observer"...as useful as they are entertaining." Easyjet Magazine"...offer glimpses into the psyche of a faraway 
world." New York Times

"Culture Smart has come to the rescue of hapless travellers." —Sunday Times Travel 


