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Yolanda Solo : Spain: The Expat Survival Guide before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Spain: The Expat Survival Guide:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | have fallen in love with Spain in the pages of this bookBy M.
Cheall have read several preparatory books explaining implications of moving to aforeign country (Spain, Ecuador,
Panama and Costa Rica), and this one tops my list! Not only isit packed with anecdotal information and real life
stories there are dozens of pages of pure resource. Thank you for all the work that went into compiling this
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information. | have fallen in love with Spain in the pages of this book.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. WAAA!! | want to live in Europe! !By VernazzaitLike so many books on living abroad, you have to double-
check to seeif it'sfor peopleinthe U.S,, or for peopleliving in the EU. There'salot of info in the book if you reside
in the UK. | don't so the book is of little use, or less use to me.

Spain continues to rank as the most popular expat destination with hundreds of thousands of usliving or owning
property here and thousands more pursuing the Spanish dream each year. Y et, despite huge numbers choosing to
relocate here, only a handful of expats are really successful in the long term. The rest give up on their dreams and
retreat back home... poorer, disillusioned and defeated. These ex-expats found out the hard way that moving to Spain,
buying property or even buying a car here can become a bureaucratic nightmare filled with struggle, frustration and
unforseen costs. The good newsis you can avoid the problems that catch most expats out by learning from someone
who's already experienced them first-hand. Inside, Y olanda shares... * Culture Shock - prepare for some of the big
changes you will be faced with and why it doesn't pay to be too polite! * Bureaucracy - avoid expensive mistakes and
safely navigate your way through the minefield of Spanish bureaucracy involved in everything from paying asimple
bill to buying a house. * Employment - find out why you may well be unable to find ajob in Spain and the costs and
stepsinvolved in starting a business here. * Property - ensure it doesn't become afinancial black hole into which a
seemingly never ending supply of money islost for ever. * Resources - get hundreds of useful links along with case-
studies and tips to help save you time and money. Whether you're considering moving to Spain, have just landed or are
already an expat in Spain, this book will make your life easier giving you more time to enjoy it!

From the AuthorMoving to or buying a property in adifferent country isvery similar to getting married or having a
baby. Y ou plan, research, prepare and embark on your new venture feeling proud of having done everything in your
power to make the transition as smooth and painless as possible. What you can't possibly do is realise the adjustments,
sense of overwhelm and frustration that come with all of the above. And when you come face to face with the reality
of the situation it is often accompanied by phrases such as OH MY GOD and LIFE WAS SO MUCH EASIER
WHEN... The key isin theinvisible print, impossible to know beforehand and equally asimpossible to fully grasp...
the emotional consequences, the re-adjustments, changes of attitude and more. The reasons for moving to Spain are
many and varied, as are the reasons for buying a holiday home. Spain has long been a popular holiday destination with
its convenient location within Europe and cheap airfares, particularly with the advent of low cost airlines. When
compared to the relative doom and gloom of countries such as England with its bad weather, rat-race lifestyle, loss of
community feeling it's easy to understand why so many people have considered moving to or have already moved to
Spain. Ironically, it is often the very things that make Spain such a great place to live that make you want to run
screaming back to the relative normality of where you came from. The relaxed attitude, lack of urgency and the
endless fiestas are fantastic once you become one of the natives, but they are also the very things that drive you to the
brink of insanity when you are first entering the no-mans land of the newly arrived expat. The biggest problem liesin
the assumptions we make, not substantiated by anything other than our previous experiencesin adifferent country,
with adifferent culture. If | had aeuro for every time | said, or heard other expats say (or rant) - "Surely they must
have...?', "How they can they not...?", "How can they run abusiness like that...?" - | would be very rich indeed. If you
expect everything to work in the same way asit did at home, you will be severely disappointed! Y ou have to accept
that you are in adifferent country, with different methods. If you set your expectations to what you are used to, you
will increase your frustration. Be prepared for things to move more slowly and realise that you are not going to change
the culture and you must either adapt or go crazy. This book is not meant as atourist guide of where to visit, how to
get there etc. There isawealth of information available on those subjects as well as the mechanics of buying a
property. What is missing, is the vital information of the day to day realities of living in Spain and dealing with the
Spanish way of life. If you remove those rose tinted spectacles, you will be better prepared and the transition to
resident expat or property owner will be a much smoother path! It is also important to note that while this book is
based on real-life experiences, Spain isavast country with marked regional differences. Not all expats will experience
the same problems or face the same situations. Spain is a beautiful country, with great people. But please, take my
advice and ASSUME NOTHING!From the Inside FlapWhile there is a massive influx of foreigners relocating to or
investing in Spain each year, there are also thousands leaving Spain - giving up on their dream, poorer, disillusioned
and defeated. Spain still continues to rank as the most popular expat destination with hundreds of thousands living in
Spain or owning property there. The sunshine, the lifestyle, its got to be better than where you are right now - hasn't it?
Not necessarily. Thousands of expats have found out the hard way that moving to Spain or buying a property there can
become afinancial headache filled with struggle and heartache. There are ways to avoid the problems that most expats
are faced with, but which are impossible to know about beforehand. Hindsight is wonderful. Most books on Spain talk
about where to go, what to see and where to stay. They also talk about how fantastic the culture, the food and the
lifestyleis. What they don't tell you is the price you have to pay for leaving your comfort zone - what you know and
are familiar with. "Culture Shock™ is not just a short-term condition, some people never recover and find themselves



giving it all up to go back home. The Spain Survival Guide highlights some of the most important topics related to
moving to or relocating to Spain, outlining the "hidden problems" faced by most expats.About the AuthorY olanda
Solo was born in Worthing, UK, to Spanish parents and moved to Spain in 2004 to work in real estate. Despite being
able to speak Spanish Y olanda admits the first couple of yearsin her new home were harder than she ever imagined
which iswhy she wrote this book! She now helps other expats navigate all the red-tape involved in investing, living
and working in Spain and lives happily on afincain Huelvawith her husband, Abelardo, and two children, Brandon
and Kira.



